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Foreward 

A Written Set of Thoughts Concerning the Author of “Spoken Thoughts”

When it comes to political commentators you have two types. There are those who are true 
believers, men and women who advocate for the policies of one party, speak the talking points 
of its main candidates and do their best to make sure the Democrats or the Republicans stay in 
power. Then you have the cynics. Those are men and women who do not truly believe much of 
what they are saying, but they know full well that spouting nonsense on television or radio will 
make them famous and quotable and lead to more pundit power. What you are about to read are 
the words of a true believer, and ideologue and a man of amazing conviction and faith, which 
means you are about to read one of the rarest books on the market. 

In the African-American political commentary community, there are ideologues and cynics as 
well. There are also a plethora of gadflies, charlatans and hustlers that are all steadily crawling 
all over each other to get that rare two minute clip on CNN, MSNBC or Fox that they can 
parlay into a book deal, a speaking tour or that most elusive of awards: the television 
contributor contract. Opportunities to speak about critical issues of the day are rare for African-
Americans so there is always the temptation to do something outlandish to make yourself stand 
out. Things like: getting into volatile arguments with other guests; shucking and jiving for the 
majority audience; or worse, proudly calling yourself a Hip-Hop Republican during the peak of 
Obama-Mania in the presidential election of 2008. 

Enter Lenny McAllister. 

I met Lenny at the 2008 Republican convention, in a felt chair on the second floor of the Xcel 
Energy Center in Minneapolis typing on his lap-top with one hand and juggling a cell phone 
with the other. I had seen him before on CNN and I was convinced he was a cynical 
opportunist. There are plenty of African-American Republican voters, despite what the popular 
press may lead you to believe. However, calling yourself a Hip-Hop Republican? I was sure 
Mr. McAllister was just trying to fill a demographic gap in the punditocracy and would fall 
back on empty GOP talking points the moment he was challenged. It would not be the first time 
I mis-judged and under-estimated Lenny McAllister. 

It started off slowly. Random texts during the debates, brief conversations during the Sunday 
morning talk shows. Eventually text messages were replaced by appearing on air together, 
arguing about policy but then going out for coffee afterwards. As time went on, Lenny and I 
discussed his political evolution, why he believed in the principles of the Republican Party, his 
own struggles to transform the party from within, and his personal commitment to the success 
and advancement of African-American youth. Coffees transformed into late night strategy 



discussions as I finished my PhD and Lenny discussed his passion to finish his education. 
When I discussed the political minefield that is academic politics, he would vent about trying to 
lift the racial cataracts off the eyes of the Republican Party. I invited him to speak at my 
college; he invited me to be on his show in Chicago. Bit by bit, I began to learn about a 
complex life story that was almost twice as interesting as the political beliefs of the man who 
lived it. In short, while I never agree with his politics, I learned that this self-deprecating, 
humorous and passionate man was the real deal. In short, I learned that Lenny McAllister is not 
a Republican out of convenience, or spite, or cynical branding; he is a Republican because, at 
his core, he is a man who believes in the power of individual agency. Lenny McAllister is a 
Republican because he has lived the life that would break most people, has not even reached 
the promise land yet, but is not about to give up on the glory that will be his to experience when 
he does it by his own work ethic.  

The speeches you are about to read may not make you vote for the Grand Old Party or make 
you send a donation to the Heritage Foundation but they will give you something that is so 
much more. In every page through every letter you will get a glimpse into that rarest of prisms. 
The heart and mind of a sincere, committed God-fearing political ideologue. You will get to see 
something that I did not believe existed until befriending Lenny McAllister: that an African-
American man, with depth, with intelligence, with moral credibility, and with not a drop of 
cynicism can be a proud, card-carrying member of the Republican Party. Enjoy every page of 
this book and share these thoughts and works with your friends and relatives. I do not believe 
there are any books like this out on the market, because I sincerely believe there is not anyone 
else like Lenny out there. 

….Jason Johnson, Ph. D., author of Political Consultants and Campaigns: One Day to Sell 

(Westview Press, 2011)
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Chairman Bond, thank you for the invitation to speak today. Along with Assistant Treasurer 
Jesse Turner, Jr., you have dedicated yourselves for decades to bringing about diversity and 
equality. At this critical time in American history, it is important for others to see that we can 
embrace the diversity within Black America so that together, we can fix the problems plaguing 
Black America. Thank you for understanding this.

Vice Chairman Brock and President Jealous, I thank you for your willingness to seek out 
advocates in all circles. Although our politics may be different, our love for community is not. 
Just as I represent a change for the Republican Party, you represent a new wave of young 
leaders that are committed to raising the bar even higher. Thank you for embracing this call.

The leadership of the NAACP Board of Directors is just one example of the wealth of insight 



and experiences we share within our communities. We must use all these resources of talent to 
address the issues affecting us collectively as a people and as a nation. It will take a network of 
caring leaders to bridge African-Americans over the lingering effects of our past to the promise 
of our future. The NAACP Board of Directors is one important cog of that network. I thank the 
Board for their passion and dedication to serving the disadvantaged among us. 

As a proud member of the Prince George's County Chapter of the NAACP during my tenure as 
Lieutenant Governor of Maryland, I am honored to be here today. Before I continue, I extend a 
thank you on behalf of two of my staff members: Angela Sailor and Paris Dennard of the 
Coalitions Department. They are pleased to be Town Hall participants at the 2009 NAACP 
Leadership 500 Summit. 

Collectively, our RNC team understands that relationships between us at the RNC and 
members throughout the NAACP network have been positive and effective. We must continue 
the work together if we are to continue building The Dream for us all.

On the heels of America’s celebration of her 233rd birthday comes the centennial convention of 
this proud organization. 

It is only fitting that the Party of Lincoln be part of this centennial. It is ironic, and perhaps 
even symbolic, that its chairman be an African-American at this time. 

For, on February 12, 1909 – the 100th birthday of President Abraham Lincoln - the NAACP was 
born. This organization was created 9 years to the day after the Negro National Anthem was 
written as part of a celebration of Lincoln’s Birthday. Its founders were a group of brave 
visionaries from varying backgrounds. It included those that were Republicans. Perhaps the 
most prominent African-American Republican of the group was James Weldon Johnson, the 
co-author of “Lift Ev'ry Voice and Sing.”

Before becoming the first African-American to lead the NAACP in 1920, Johnson was a leader 
in the Republican Party. He served as treasurer of the Colored Republican Club in 1904 before 
becoming its president one year later. By1906 Johnson had become a US Consul in Venezuela. 
In 1909, he transferred to become a US Consul in Nicaragua. Both posts were bestowed upon 
Johnson by Republican presidents. 

Johnson went on to serve the NAACP from 1914 through 1930, serving the last 10 years in 
leadership. He used a balance of social activism and political moxie to be a leader that ushered 
in progress for America. He is a precursor to modern times. His example shows us that 
Republican values and social progress can effectively make sense for Black America. 

Another prominent Republican from our proud, collective history is Dr. Channing H. Tobias. 
As a lifelong Republican that pursued civil rights, Dr. Tobias influenced religious and secular 
organizations to spread the message of cooperation between all Americans, regardless of race, 
creed, and other affiliations. In 1923, Dr. Tobias was appointed Senior Secretary in the 
Department of Interracial Services within the Colored Work Department of the YMCA, where 



he served for over 2 decades. 

From that post, Dr. Tobias prospered as a respected international speaker on interracial affairs. 
He served on numerous leadership boards, including the Commission on the Church and 
Minority Groups of the Federal Council of Churches. He was a member of the board of trustees 
for Howard University, Hampton Institute, and the NAACP.

Just a look at these two historical examples provides some insight into why the NAACP has an 
important tie to the Party of Lincoln. It is a bond that we must not undervalue or under-utilize if 
we are to reverse trends of under-performance within our communities today.

Not surprisingly, the GOP was formed to reverse negative trends. 

As a moral contrast to the Democrats’ pro-slavery agenda, abolitionists founded the Republican 
Party on March 20, 1854. The Republican National Committee met for the first time in 1856. 
The first Republican National Convention was held later that year. By 1860, Abraham Lincoln 
won the White House and Republicans won majorities in both houses of Congress. In addition, 
the governors of every northern state in America were Republicans. This was possible because 
the Republican Party espouses the belief that our nation, conceived in personal liberty and 
dedicated to equality for all, must live up to its founding principles. Republican successes in 
1860 sharply opposed the direction Southern Democrats heeded at that time. 

The rest, they say, is history. 

The Republican Party quickly became known as the Party of Lincoln because of the president’s 
leadership to unify the nation and eliminate the institution of slavery. The Emancipation 
Proclamation remains one of the most significant documents in American history. Our annual 
Juneteenth Celebration is a joyous remembrance of Union soldiers reaching the slaves of 
Galveston, Texas to inform them of Lincoln’s freeing words. 

However, Lincoln sought to do more than just free slaves. The president sought freedom for the 
slaves. He understood that true freedom comes from the right of self-determination by way of a 
representative government. Perhaps that is why in his last public address at the White House, 
President Lincoln expressed his support for Black suffrage. 

His assailant, John Wilkes Booth, was on hand for Lincoln’s remarks. Three days later, he 
killed The Great Emancipator. 

But as we know from the story of Joseph in the Old Testament and the life of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. – 

You can attack the Dreamer, but you cannot destroy the Dream.

Such was the case of the Republican vision for America after Lincoln.



For the next one hundred years, Republicans stood against those that sought to destroy both 
dreamers and their dreams. They fought in the annuals of governments and with the conscience 
of our nation to advance equality for all Americans. In fact, the diversity we enjoy today stems 
from the adversity they overcame.

A Republican-led Congress passed the 13th Amendment to outlaw slavery. 

Republicans passed a Civil Rights Act in 1866 recognizing blacks as U.S. citizens. 

Republicans continued their march for equality, proposing the 14th Amendment, which became 
part of the Constitution in 1868.

Republicans also led the fight for women’s rights. Women’s suffragists Susan B. Anthony and 
NAACP co-founders Ida B. Wells and Mary Terrell all displayed loyalty to the Republican 
Party due to our historic commitment to equality.

Senator Aaron Sargent, a Republican from California, wrote the women’s suffrage amendment. 
Unfortunately, it was delayed from being passed into law for 40 years. It took a time when 
Republicans had control of both houses of Congress before women’s voting rights could be 
secured by law. 

The age of women’s suffrage brought about a new era of women’s representation in 
government. The first woman elected to the U.S. House of Representatives was Republican 
Jeannette Rankin of Montana. The first woman mayor in America, Republican Bertha Landes, 
was elected in 1926. 

More generations of women civic leaders came afterwards, from Governors Jodi Rell of 
Connecticut and Jan Brewer of Arizona to US Senators Lisa Murkowski of Alaska and Kay 
Bailey Hutchinson of Texas. 

Of course, I would be remiss if I did not mention former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, 
the second consecutive African-American Republican to serve as secretary of state this decade. 

Secretaries of State Rice and Powell do not represent all of the African-American Republican 
political leaders that we share in our common history. In fact, every African-American member 
of Congress until 1935 was a Republican. 

Among these Republican pioneers was South Carolina’s Joseph Rainey, the first Black member 
of the House of Representatives. Republican Hiram Revels of Mississippi entered the Halls of 
Congress with Rainey as the first Black United States Senator. In 1872, Republican Pinckney 
Pinchback of Louisiana became the nation’s first African-American Governor, an 
accomplishment only matched by the Democrats over 100 years later. 

From Republican Congressmen Oscar Stanton de Priest of Illinois and JC Watts of Oklahoma 
to Senator Edward Brooke of Massachusetts, we have stood proudly for diversity: in 



government as African-Americans and as Republicans in modern-day Black America.  

For 100 years, Republicans stood up for what was right even when it was wrongly opposed. 

Starting in 1875, Republicans enacted laws to expand federally-protected rights to include 
equal access to all public accommodations. The Supreme Court struck down their efforts eight 
years later, only to have these efforts resurface as a critical foundation for the 1964 Civil Rights 
Act down the road.

America remembered that you can attack the Dreamer, but you cannot destroy the Dream. 

Republican President Teddy Roosevelt spoke out several times on the horrors of lynching. He 
wrote a direct plea to the governor of Indiana, a state known at the time as a bastion of the 
Klan. 

He said, 

“All thoughtful men...must feel the gravest alarm over the growth of lynching in this 
country, and especially over the peculiarly hideous forms so often taken by mob 
violence when colored men are the victims…” 

Under Presidents Roosevelt and Taft in 1909, legislators began introducing more than 200 bills 
in Congress to make lynching a federal crime, but they failed to pass, primarily due to 
Democratic opposition in Washington.

When the Ku Klux Klan rose to prominence in the 1920s, Republican Presidents Warren 
Harding and Calvin Coolidge denounced KKK violence by supporting new federal anti-
lynching legislation. This law passed in the Republican House but, again, repeatedly died in the 
Democrat-controlled Senate.

Discouraged but not demoralized, Republican legislators and Republican activists such as 
NAACP matriarch Ida B. Wells fought on until the occurrences of lynching ceased, becoming 
our common scar from a painful past. 

After years of opposition to civil rights legislation by the Democratic Party, the landmark Civil 
Rights Act became American law. This happened after Republicans triumphed over a 
Democratic filibuster to block the bill. Over 80% of Republicans voted for the Civil Rights Act, 
carrying the act by a far greater percentage than the Democrats, completing a legislative path 
taken decades earlier.

Again, you can attack the Dreamer, but you cannot destroy the Dream.

Now, today, we fairly ask: if you can attack dreamers of equality and freedom but you cannot 
destroy their dreams of a better America, then what caused the divide between the Party of 
Lincoln and proud African-Americans post-slavery? 



We know that throughout Reconstruction, African-Americans and Republicans intermingled as 
patriots with common agendas, perspectives, and identities to promote civil rights.  Many 
African-Americans stayed Republican, enduring property threats to their homes and physical 
threats at the polls before being disenfranchised. 

The Great Depression was a time when all Americans were looking for help during a dark hour 
in America. The programs offered by FDR served as the re-introduction of the Democratic 
Party to African-Americans that were afforded the ability to vote. These social programs sought 
to put Americans back to work and keep Americans in their homes. Sadly, Roosevelt’s vision of 
a booming American economy because of big government was never realized. It was only 
achieved because of the boom of violence that rocked the world – an epic time later known as 
World War II.

Over the past several decades, the Republican Party has done a poor job of reflecting its proud 
history. My party’s former use of the “Southern Strategy” has been denounced as a tactic that 
exploited the wounds of American racism to gain advantages in elections. Coupled with some 
insensitive and repugnant statements and behaviors by a minority of high-profile conservatives, 
a portion of the recent history of the Republican Party has overcast the high-minded direction 
that my party has taken since its inception. 

It is unfortunate and it is intolerable.  

However, just as I require of my team at the RNC, so I ask of you today: 
We must not allow the missteps of a few to overlook the great strides that the Party of Lincoln 
and Black America have made together to improve this great nation.         

We must not overlook the benefits of the bond between the time-tested principles of the 
Republican Party and the founding ideals of the NAACP. As well, we should not glaze over the 
results that Black America that experienced since our political migration began some decades 
ago. 

Exactly where has our political migration taken us over the past 5 decades?

On his campaign to the White House, then-Senator John F. Kennedy addressed the NAACP on 
July 10, 1960. He laid out a promise of what his leadership would bring, leadership that has 
become the envy of many politicians leading our towns, cities, and states over the past 5 
decades.

In dealing with discrimination, he said that we should:

 “Let us trust no one who offers slick and easy answers - for the only final answer will 
come from the work of thousands of individual answers, large and small, in the 
Congress, the courts and the White House, in states and cities all over America, in the 
actions of brave and wise public servants, and in the reactions of determined private 



citizens…”

Yet, in our recent past, we have collectively chosen a path that trusts government more and 
diminishes our role as private citizens in the work to eliminate discrimination in all its forms. 
This path contravenes the examples set by this organization and Black America historically, 
examples co-authored with Republicans, including Black Republicans. 

He said in dealing with employment and education: 

“What we are seeking, after all, is really very simple…the right of every man to work as 
he wants to work, to be educated as every human being deserves to be educated…”

Yet, as we look at the recent trends within Black America regarding our showing in 
employment status and in the classroom, we find a very disturbing pattern of low expectations 
and performances.  Further disturbing is that studies comparing African-American academic 
barometers and other significant social factors to other Americans from around the time of 
Kennedy’s speech mirror what we find in 2009 in Black America. All this we find during the 
growth of bureaucracy in our local and state governments since the 1960s, a period when we 
betrayed our historic example of trust in self with expensive investments in programs. 

Our return on investment has been negligible. 

Then-Senator Kennedy also noted that African-Americans should also enjoy:

“The right of all people to be free from the tensions and terrors and burdens of war, its 
preparation and its consequences.”

But after years of political control by mostly one party within the vast majority of our urban 
centers throughout America, we are now regularly faced with those tensions, terrors, and 
burdens of war. We are faced with them as we walk to the neighborhood store. Our children are 
faced with them as they walk to school each day. We are losing our loved ones and our future to 
the horrific tensions and terrors and burdens of war that we see in our streets. Our Baghdad 
often is Baltimore. Our combat zone is too often Chicago.  

In looking back at our collective history, I fear that our lack of policy knowledge and 
preparation has led to unanticipated and unprecedented consequences: growth of American 
government and bureaucracy that paralleled violence in our streets and the destruction of our 
families in Black America.
   
Just as we as African-Americans decided to vote on the side of history in 1960, many of us 
voted to be on the side of history again in 2008.

However, as we look at the continued conditions of the American people and of Black America 
particularly, it is time to us to re-examine our past examples of progress and consider getting on 
the right side of history starting now. Looking over our mutual history of freedom and of civil 



rights, it is clear: the Republican Party and the NAACP share the history, principles, and 
directives that benefit Black America. They must be embraced again if we are to be successful 
in addressing the challenges facing us today. We must rehabilitate and reinvigorate the bond 
that we share. 

How do we do this? We pursue policies that advance the Dream: namely, equal employment 
opportunities.

For Republican President Richard Nixon, rehabilitating this bond meant supporting anti-
discrimination laws with substance by increasing the civil rights enforcement budget 8-fold 
with over $600 million in allocated resources by the end of his first term. 

He looked to model the successes of Black Wall Street and other entrepreneurial successes that 
advanced Black people. He knew that increasing jobs and innovation would do reinvigorate 
Black America more than growing government ever could. That is why the president signed an 
executive order establishing the Office of Minority Business Enterprise, now renamed the 
Minority Business Development Agency. 

In the first two years of his administration, federal purchases from minority firms increased 
more than 1,000%. Small Business Administration lending to minority enterprises grew over 
400% under this leadership, from $41.3 million in fiscal year 1968 to $195 million in fiscal 
year 1971.

How do we continue to rehabilitate and reinvigorate the bond we share? We pursue policies that 
advance another important facet of the Dream: namely, equality in education.

That is why President Ronald Reagan established Executive Order 12320 within his first year 
in office. With the White House Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and Universities, the 
president directed the Secretary of Education to develop of a federal program designed to 
increase participation by historically Black colleges and universities in federally-sponsored 
programs. 

Republican leadership looked to strengthen Black employment and Black entrepreneurship 
simultaneously. With the support of Executive Order 12320 and the Reagan tax cuts, millions 
of African-Americans went on to become college graduates, businesses owners, and 
homeowners. 

The president shared a common understanding with us: that employment of parents fosters 
sound education for children, and that the two - together - drive our economy.

With African-Americans building more for their lives by keeping more of their hard-earned 
money, they started building for themselves the American Dream. Once again, it was proof that 
you can attack the dreamers, but you cannot destroy the Dream.

During President Reagan’s last 7 years in office, Black unemployment was cut by roughly 50% 



while White unemployment dropped by only 4%.

During the Reagan Era, the average household income for African-Americans went up by over 
80%, outpacing White household income increases throughout the decade of the 1980s. 

Black-owned businesses increased from 308,000 in 1982 to 424,000 in 1987 - a 38% rise - with 
receipts by Black-owned firms doubling to $19.8 billion over the same period of time. 

President George H. W. Bush continued President Reagan’s commitment to Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities. In his first year of office, he signed Executive Order 12677 to create 
a Presidential Advisory Board to advise the Secretary of Education in methods strengthening 
these valued institutions.

And the much-maligned President George W. Bush? Through 2009, he was the president that 
promoted the most diversity in a presidential administration in history. 

He appointed the first two African-American Secretaries of State in American history. 

His record levels of diversity within the administration continued, with several key posts within 
his administration filled with people of color. 

His concern for humanity stretched across the ocean. President Bush met with 25 African heads 
of state within his first 2 years in office. He tripled humanitarian aid to Africa to nearly $9 
billion. His many acts to improve conditions of Africans are well-known to those in the 
Motherland. 

Some historical bonds are just too important to break or ignore. 

Through their actions, recent Republican presidents understood what we understand here today. 
They enacted what our NAACP founders and predecessors knew: that economic opportunities 
and educational improvements are intertwined, and those two, working together, usher out 
poverty and ring in equality. 

With this in mind, it makes sense that Republican principles are common ideals shared with the 
NAACP to benefit Black America.

As well, it makes sense for us to ask the question, “Where do we go – working together - from 
here?”

President Ben Jealous noted in a recent editorial on CNN that “…the election of President 
Obama is the result of a decades-long fight for political inclusion.” For the sake of improving 
America, I respectfully challenge us today to continue the fight for something more. 

Our American inclusion in politics and society must be more than 90% of us voting for one 
political party exclusively while 15% of us are unemployed, as reported as of May of this year. 



Our American inclusion in the cities and towns of America must be more than incorporating the 
same failed approaches to urban issues, only to encounter the same tragic results repeatedly, as 
we have for decades now.  

As a people, we must stop fighting the Struggle with one political arm tied behind our backs as 
we will need all of our strength to take hold of the issues before us and grasp the promise our 
ancestors bequeathed us. 

As a party, Republicans must articulate the benefits of our policies and display why these 
policies will benefit Black America.

As a people, we must judge people by the content of their character in the political realm. We 
must examine the policies of a politician and not just the persona of a man. We must learn from 
our past and examine our present to find the best solutions for our future.

As a party, Republicans must be good ambassadors of our principles. We must show the 
commonalities that we share with minorities, from our shared history of courageously changing 
America for the better to our common insistence that God must be a part of the daily American 
Way of Life. 

Claiming Republican history with Black America must no longer be a cop-out by my party in 
order to get minority votes in November. Under my leadership, it will stop being that cop-out 
and it will become a continuation of the monumental progress that the NAACP and 
Republicans have made together since the inception of this organization. 

It is important for Republicans to say that we are sorry for not engaging minorities 
appropriately, but it is more important for Republicans to show that we are sorry through 
initiating efforts that display our willingness to partner with Black America. That is currently 
happening under my leadership and I pledge to you that it will continue.  

As well, it is important for Black America to hear these apologies from the Republican Party, 
but it is more important for Black America to remove the typecasting and other barriers that 
prevent us from continuing the historical partnership that brought America so much progress. I 
come to the NAACP today just as I went to the State of Black Union in February, extending the 
hand of the GOP for a new era of partnership. I hope that it is time that we join hands and join 
forces and together, we continue building The Dream. 

For as a people, we must debate political and social solutions with open minds, loving hearts, 
and common goals, goals that further the promise of The Dream. 

As a collection of leaders, we must take on attacks of rhetoric with honest debate. We must take 
on attacks of pain and prejudice with truth and tenacity. We must take on attacks of ignorance 
that divide us with vision and knowledge that educate us and unite us. 

We can do these things from both sides of the political aisle in Black America. Although some 



in the recent past have tarnished the bonds that tie us together, they can never completely 
destroy the bond Republicans, the NAACP, and Black America share. It is a bond of freedom. 
It is a bond of equality. It is a bond of progress. It is a bond that fosters The Dream. 

And as we see over the 100 years of the NAACP, they may attack us, the dreamers, but if we 
work together, they will never be able to destroy The Dream.

Thank you for this opportunity. God Bless you all and God Bless the United States of  

America. 

Lenny McAllister: Ocala Tea Party
2010 January 18 (“Martin Luther King Was a Tea Party Patriot”)

Good afternoon, Tea Party Patriots. 

Thank you for the invitation to address you this afternoon. In a region that is part of the 
Sunshine State, it is refreshing to see the sunshine reflecting off of your faces today. It is a clear 
sign that more Americans are becoming engaged with the political processes of their 
communities and less likely to tolerate a government that has gone on far too long without a 
true sense of accountability to the Constitution of the United States, the memory of our 
founding fathers, and the will of a representative republic constituted by one simple phrase: 
We, The People.

Today, we gather here to protest the direction of government on a day where the nation 
commemorates the successes of one of its greatest protestors – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Like 
you, Dr. King saw the need for a change in how our society and government worked in his day, 
just as we do now. Like you, Dr. King did not wait for others to make a difference in the world 
– he believed in the power of people over the power of government. Like you, Dr. King saw the 
vision of a better America coming through the application of our unique constitution, one that 
guarantees the enjoyment of inalienable rights from God alone, not through false promises 
through expansive government that taxes us plenty to give us little. Dr. King knew that holding 
America to its credos as listed in our Constitution was the way to ensure equality. Just the 
same, we stand here today knowing that holding our current elected officials to the tenets of 
representative government is the way to scale back the waywardness in spending and backroom 
deals that we have seen in Washington, allowing us to regain the effectiveness of our collective 
voice in government. 

In his time, Dr. King stepped outside of societal norms to change the way society operated. 
That is how he led the Civil Rights Movement. 



In our time – right here, right now – we must step outside of politics as normal in order to 
change the way our government works. That is how we will lead our nation back on track and 
ensure that America will be a world leader for generations to come.  

Dr. King led a movement of people that reclaimed the American Dream 50 years ago. You – the 
people of the Tea Party movement – are the current leaders that will help reclaim the American 
Dream for the next 50 years.  King fought the good fight against government for American 
equality for us. Today, we fight the good fight against government for American prosperity for 
all.

Because of the King example that you are following, if someone comes to you and says that it 
was inappropriate to have a tea party today or that it was not in line with the message of Dr. 
Martin Luther King to protest government today, I implore you to remind them with respect 
that Dr. King rallied against government that restricted personal liberties, just as you are doing 
today. Remind them that Dr. King marched against laws that contradicted the Constitution, just 
as you are doing today. Remind them that Dr. King was also called a rabble-rouser, a trouble 
maker, and a radical without a cause, just as you are called today. 

Those that think that you dishonor the memory of Dr. King by speaking out against the 
continuation of the abomination in Washington on MLK Day obviously do not see one simple 
fact: that Martin Luther King was a 20th century Tea Party Patriot. 
Yes, he was – from protesting for a reality that was needed in America before others joined the 
fight to believing that the Constitution was a time-honored document to be followed by 
government, not ignored by contemporary politicians chasing partisan glory, big-money 
contributions, or political philosophies. 

And as a Tea Party Patriot, Dr. King would encourage you to protest your government until 
your government fulfills the obligations enumerated in the founding laws of the land.   

He would tell us something that we already know: change will come, but positive, American 
change will not come from free-spending politicians or big-government program. It will never 
come from more taxation or from more spending. It will come from the collective power of the 
people, not a powerful collection of politicians. 

With the power of the people, change for the better does come. We have examples on both 
sides of the political aisle throughout American history. 



Ronald Reagan started his presidential campaign in Philadelphia, Mississippi, a town 
historically marred by a low point in the Civil Rights fight. Yet, it was the same man – later as 
President Reagan – that signed into law the Martin Luther King national holiday that we 
celebrate today. 

The Democratic Party was the party that fought for segregation against African-Americans 
throughout the Civil Rights era of the 20th century. Yet, it was that same Democratic Party that 
nominated, then supported the first Black president of the United States. 

So yes, change does comes, but it only comes through the persistence of the people - people 
that work through obstacles of name-calling, disenfranchisement, and discouragement from the 
status quo to remind us of what is right, what is best, and what is American. 

Tea Party people today: with your protests against the outrageous spending that is burdening 
our children and grandchildren with global debt, you are reminding us of doing what is right.

With your demands that we return the government to the will of the people through smaller, 
representative government that fosters bigger opportunities for everyday Americans, you are 
reminding us of what is best.

With your persistence to make your voices heard again and again, regardless of race, gender, 
socioeconomics, political affiliation, or location, you are reminding us of what is truly 
American. 

You exemplify freedom of assembly. You extol the merits of freedom of speech. You make 
possible the freedom to prosper. 

 
You are reminding us of what is truly American at a time when the leadership in Washington 
continues to moves us past a point of recognizing what made this nation so great for so many 
years. 

We now see the desire to be popular with our enemies overseas and be seen as fair by those that 
attack Americans supersede the obligation of our president and his administration to put the 
safety of the American people first and foremost. It is time for us – the people of the United 
States – to remind our elected leadership in Washington that while understanding the human 
rights of terrorists may hold ethical merit, upholding civil rights of terrorists is unfounded at a 



time when giving terrorists American criminal rights in court is more important to this 
administration than getting the needed information to keep Americans safe in the war on terror. 

2010 is the year to say clearly and continuously: 

Mr. President – prioritize protecting Americans over protecting your reputation around the 
world.  

Mr. President – the prize of a peaceful and safe American homeland will always be worth more 
than your Nobel Peace Prize. 

Mr. President – allow us to claim victory in this war on terror without any campaign timetables 
before the terrorists claim any more lives. 

Mr. President – you are called to be a commander-in-chief to protect our homeland from these 
attacks, not be a commander-in-thief in taking the nation into unmanageable debt with 
unsuccessful stimulus packages, cash-for-clunker schemes to uphold the broken and stubborn 
business model of American automakers, and a questionable national health care plan while 
unemployment stays unbearable and everyday Americans stay anxious about their prospects for 
recovery. 

We cannot and will not spend our way out of this recession. Big government spending never 
solved our problems. American brainpower and elbow grease always have. 

And that is why it is up to us. 

It is up to us, fellow patriots, to remind our government that spending our tax dollars to give us 
more only ensures us that our government will come around for more of our tax dollars. 
Taxation does not ensure the prosperity of a nation. Innovation does. Commitment does. 
Education does. Emancipation of the people does. 

Yet, we have watched billions given to banks that asked for money to unfreeze the credit 
market for Americans, only to watch them freeze out everyday Americans from the rebound 
that Wall Street experienced over the past several months.  Banks have played a corrupt game 
of us versus them in American business, just as American career politicians have played a 
continuing game of us versus them in American politics for years. 



It is up to us, fellow patriots – today and now – to tell these businesses that horde American 
prosperity with off-shoring and outsourcing during good times and taxpayer-funded bailouts 
during bad times that the American taxpayer is not a pawn in your personal game of greed. 
Without hardworking Americans to pay your goods, Mr. AIG, you are good for nothing. 
Everyday Americans – and their children and grandchildren – bailed you out of your mire of 
greed and dysfunction that led to the financial crisis, only for you to spend it on bonuses based 
on your incompetence. Now it is time for you to work to beat back the rising rate of 
unemployment. Your profit margins can only be maximized through optimizing American 
prosperity – and that comes only through American jobs, American workers, and American 
products being made in the United States of America, sold throughout the world, and winning 
in the global markets just as we have done for decades. I believe in the American worker – it is 
time that you believe in him again as well. 

Big and unresponsive government restricts American workmanship. Efficient and 
representative government empowers it – and protects us and our prosperity. We have the talent 
and the willpower. I believe in the USA. It is our time to make sure that our government acts 
that way as well.

It is up to us, fellow patriots – today and now – to tell these politicians that our history of 
republican government of the people is not a roadmap for their individual fame and glory, but a 
structure guiding the freedom and prosperity for a nation of millions. The 4 walls of 
government were not built for their comfort in making illicit backroom deals to pass billion-
dollar legislation with diminishing benefits for the American people. Those rooms are to be 
used to empower American ingenuity, encourage private solutions without increased 
government limitations, and invigorate the economic, social, and personal wealth of Americans 
– not entrench career politicians into office, particularly those that have forgotten that they 
serve the American people, not the other way around.  It is up to us to say to these politicians in 
2010 – change is going to come. Either you will change your ways of spending and of handling 
the business of government starting in January, or you will be surely be changing your location 
of business after November. 

It is up to us, fellow patriots, to do more than just protest, however. Just as Dr. King did, we 
must protest and be proactive – we must dream while being diligent with our desires. As a 
politician, I could tell you what party to be involved with, but as an American, I must implore 
you to be involved regardless of party affiliation. The mindless servant of politics is the person 
that does not have an active constituency to be mindful of. That part is up to us today – we 
must be mindful of our role to stay active in the process if we expect the political process and 
its participants to stay mindful of our high standards and our historical obligations between 
government and those that truly govern – we the people of the United States.



Be not discouraged, patriots. This seems like a daunting task, but Americans have faced grim 
realities before throughout our history and have always created greater realities for themselves 
in the end. 

Only in the United States of America can the rich run for the highest offices of the land, only to 
be defeated at the hands of the poorest voters at the polls. America was never about the royalty 
of a few but the prosperity of a nation. With your efforts in elections, in town hall meetings, in 
local government debates, and in building alliances with your neighbors every day, you can 
reincorporate the everyday American into the fabric of politics every day. A government 
focused on taxing and spending is solely concerned about your money. A nation focused on 
your talents and liberty is focused on your patriotism, your desire to work hard and contribute, 
and your ability to rebuild America. With you, we make our country less about our government 
and more about our countrymen and women, the people that our government works for.

 
Only in the United States of America can the competition of business ideas, the competition of 
schools and their offerings, and the competition of products across state lines make for a better 
overall system for us all. We embrace diversity, we encourage healthy debate, and we foster a 
way of life that says that no one group should dominate based on numbers alone, but should 
lead with the best ideas and the best models for leadership. Health care reform should not come 
in America by way of the Democrats have 60 senators; it must come through the sharing of 
bipartisan ideas that embrace the American spirit of competition of choice, business innovation 
to drive down cost, and the knowledge that government that dictates how to provide health care 
can also decide when health care is no longer available based on bureaucratic urges and 
statistical conclusions. 

Freedom – whether it is in health care, in educational opportunities, or from societal restraints – 
can never be taxed and sold, nor can it be purchased in backroom deals and corrupt conference 
meetings. It is earned with our patriotism. It is earned with our engagement with the issues. It is 
bonded with our love for every good thing that America stands for as a unique presence in the 
world. It is through that promise of hope – not the false promise of free health care – that 
America shines as the city on a hill throughout the global community.

American health care reform will not come from taxation in 2010 without implementation for 
years down the road. The sanctity of life is too precious for that, despite what Mr. Reid and Ms. 
Pelosi will tell you. Health care reform will come from listening to the American people and 
giving us what we want – more control of our choices, less costs for service and goods, and the 
same quality of access and care that we enjoy today. Freedom of choice and quality of service 
will only be gained the same way as it always has been – through free market enterprise…the 
beauty of the American way of life. 



It is up to us, fellow patriots, to be the change that we can believe in, not the lack of change that 
we have seen in Washington. It is up to us, fellow Americans, to be the primers of change 
through our willingness to protest and educate and through our persistence to be involved and 
be heard. Being a rabble-rouser or being on television means nothing if we are not then ready 
to be a force with our representatives in Washington, Tallahassee, and points of government in 
between. 

We celebrate the accomplishments of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. today because he was willing 
to be historic at a time when doing so was a threat against his life. 

We protest today against the efforts of a tax-and-spend, minimally-effective government 
because of its threats against our liberty. 

We must dare to be historic today and throughout 2010 because without our constant action as 
respectful activists, candidates, speakers, and citizens, we incur a major obstacle in our 
collective pursuit of happiness. 

The Constitution calls on us to be amenable to these inalienable rights, but the times call on us 
to be historic to protect these inalienable rights. As I have mentioned in my book, America is in 
need of recovering through smaller government and bigger people. That means that you are the 
giants that our nation needs to stop the gigantic debt mounting in Washington. You are the 
giants that we need to raise the accountability to stop the huge push for a system of change that 
America has not bargained for. You are the giants to rein in a system that stopped listening to 
America previously, but now hears your voices loud and clear today. 

Be the change.

Be historic. 

Be not afraid and be not deterred.

In the face of civil rights challenges, Dr. King was a giant that overcame the negativity, name-
calling, and discouragement to beat back government and provide a better way for us all in the 
20th century.

In the face of mounting personal restrictions and intense debt, you are the giants to overcome 



the name-calling and discouragement to beat back government into its rightful place and 
provide a better way for us all in the 21st century. 

So I say:

Be historic.

Be the change. 

Be what Dr. King was before you: a protesting patriot with a vision for tomorrow, an 
unyielding passion for America and equality, and a refusal to stop until life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness was once again safe and sound in America in his time. 

This is now our calling and this is now our time. Let’s do this – together.

Let’s be historic. What do you say? Are you with me? 

The time is now. Let’s be historic. 

Thank you for this opportunity. Stay involved with what you do. 

God Bless you all and God Bless the United States of America. 

Lenny McAllister: Americans for Prosperity (July 21 2012):   Fearing American Competition,   

Failing in Applying American Capitalism, and Falling Short as Free-Market Advocates – Yet  

Able to Fight for Change to Restrengthen America

Good afternoon, folks. God Bless you and thank you very much for allowing me to have a few 
minutes to speak to you this afternoon and deliver some prepared remarks. 

Before I begin, I want to make sure that I once again thank my good friend Linda Ragsdale and 
the wonderful conservatives working hard on our collective behalf as part of the Americans for 
Prosperity team. Thank you folks for your efforts in putting this event together this weekend 



and for putting our philosophical compatriots in position to be more effective in 2012 and 
beyond. 

As well, before I go into my remarks, I also want to make sure that I thank all of you here today 
for your collective efforts as well. You are here today because you care about our collective 
future, because you are involved in the political battles that shape our collective prospects and 
potential, and because you are thoroughly engaged in the political developments of the day and 
their nuisances. 

In essence, you get into the weeds of politics in order to – for lack of a better term – get rid of 
the bad weeds in government, whether they are bad politicians or bad policies. 

And that's good. I commend you today for doing that. 

We need that in our network of modern-day conservatives. We need the policy wonks, the 
numbers-crunchers, and the one-issue wonders to press the political powers-that-be 
continuously if we are going to improve our nation's capabilities as a global force. 

However, with that said, whenever a nation finds itself in crisis, we must begin to not just look 
at the occasional weeds that need to be pulled up from the American harvest. We – as 
conservative leaders and as dedicated Americans – must begin to fully understand and act with 
patriotic love and honor on the premise that our American harvest – in many regards – is full of 
weeds. The soil of the American Way of Life has been diseased. For those that may disagree: 
just look around. The evidence is found in the crops all around us. Bad unemployment 
numbers. Bad schools. Youth apathy. Social tension. Hopelessness. Some of what is coming up 
through the American harvest today is truly rotten to the core and is unhealthy for consumption 
or growth.

When the harvest of America looks the way it does now – with the high unemployment, low 
workforce participation rates, lackluster academic performances, and lingering pessimism 
about American leaders and the direction they are taking us in – it's time for us to better 
understand the dynamics of this harvest. It's time for us to understand how the seeds of 
disappointment and discontent infiltrated the American homeland. It's time for us to act with 
more inclusive and insight chucks of knowledge so that we can denote where we went wrong 
as Americans – and even as conservatives....where we will learn from our mistakes and turn it 
around as a historic movement, and where we can humbly take America in the 21st century with 
our activism in the days ahead.



At one point of time or another in our lives – and notably since we got deeply involved in the 
American political discourse – we have heard someone....somewhere....throw around the term, 
“The American Way of Life”, just as I did a bit earlier.

And, when we hear it, it sounds great, especially in a presidential election year or an Olympic 
year. 

But, as we look at our current crop – a harvest full of strong weeds that are choking off the fruit 
of labor from generations on end - we have to ask: how many of us....or our neighbors....or our 
family members...or our friends...really understand what the “American Way of Life” truly 
means, particularly now in 2012? 

Not many. Not anymore. 

And that, sadly, is why so many of us – and particularly, so many of us that are the policy 
wonks, the numbers-crunchers, and the one-issue wonders that understand the complexities of 
policy purgatory and legislative angst...

That's why those noble and educated efforts often fall upon deaf ears, becoming nothing more 
than proverbial logs on the fire of partisan shouting matches that play well on television yet 
play out the string on an era of exceptionalism for the greatest nation this world has ever seen. 

In order to be more effective in purporting the singular issues we support as conservative, free-
market thinkers, we have to fully grasp the rudimentary issue that inhibits us from influencing 
others to open their minds to learning from us through engagement and debate. 

The rudimentary issue facing us – the one that we must always remember as we discuss our 
principles and articulate their applications to real-life situations across this vast and diverse 
nation  - is simply this: that although our battles are waged within the political arenas of our 
communities, the fight we must ensue and win is a cultural phenomenon.  

Politics did not change our nation's perspective on the American Way of Life – the culture of 
America did over recent years. And when the culture of America altered what the American 
Way of Life constituted, it stripped us of critical elements within our make-up that are 
necessary to foster growth, health, and prosperity throughout our diverse nation. 



Without a firm focus on the rudimentary issue and a persistent desire to heal the singed cultural 
foundation we face, no amount of impressive facts and figures that we have as free-market, 
conservative activists will make a difference in yielding more fruit in our increasingly-barren 
nation. 

So what are we missing? What elements have been eroded away over time that, as a result, 
leave us in this condition as a people? 

People may give a plethora of answers or suggestions, but most of them can be conceptualized 
and condensed down to what I have made the theme of these remarks. Unfortunately, in our 
beloved country today, we are fearful of...and, in some instances, fearful during...competition 
as Americans...

...we are failing with...and failing to optimize...our model of capitalism as Americans...

...and we are falling short in our outreach and articulation of our sense of free-market principles 
and conservative applications within America today. 

Now, these shortcomings do not mean that we must give up on these things, as I will touch 
upon briefly. For example, our failures to optimize the power of our American capitalism do 
not mean that we hereby agree with our progressive fellow Americans. We don't believe that we 
must throw out capitalism. This is Americans for Prosperity. Americans for Socialism is the 
meeting down the hall to the left...the far left.  There are some within our team of conservatives 
that present our ideas both effectively and passionately. We need more of those efforts, but to 
get there, we must also know what we are dealing with today. 

If we commit to a methodical manner to engage the rudimentary cultural issue we face and 
maintain the tenacious pursuit of our beliefs and positions, we will find enough grace to heal 
America and plant the seeds for a robust renewal of our nation for our sunset years and our 
children's heyday for decades on end.

Simply put: we are dealing with an American society that needs us as conservative, free market 
thinkers and doers – from the policy wonks, the numbers-crunchers, and the one-issue wonders 
to the social media darlings and grassroots dynamos. We are dealing with an American society 
that needs us to show consistently – at the smallest level of debate to the grandest statements 
for our nation moving ahead – why they need us as free-market thinkers, as free-market 
leaders, and as free-market implementers to infuse good seed back into the American soil to 



rise up a more prosperous harvest. 

The American Way of Life – as understood by many Americans today – does not include the 
desire to compete with vigor amongst each other as citizens and against the world as honest, 
hard-working brokers in the economic, education, and military endeavors we touch. Without a 
change in the cultural mindset, our cultural identity as the greatest nation in history will 
continue to erode into mediocrity. 

Without the re-explanation and increased advocacy of the free-market principles that we extol 
in various areas, the cream of this nation can never truly rise to the top. With the languishing 
testing numbers and depressing drop-out totals that come from the school systems of Missouri 
and throughout the nation each year, only free-market principles being applied to struggling 
and apathetic school systems that have been short-changing both the treasure of our youth and 
the treasure of our tax dollars can change the dynamic of academic failure. With the woeful 
economic numbers in counties across the Mid-west despite federal and state-provided stimulus 
dollars for years now, only free-market principles pushing innovation, business leadership, 
civic climates, and community enhancements can foster hiring and the actual change we can 
believe in, instead of some catchy slogan that was cool 4 years ago but certainly is not now in 
this frosty employment environment. 

Free-market principles understand optimizing capital, including human capital. Free-market 
principles understand that a just competition of an individual against one's self strengthens that 
individual and makes him better. Those principles purport that a just competition between two 
or more individuals strengthen both the parties involved and their communities as well. 

But when a culture permeates fear to compete – when future scientists are no longer pushed in 
urban middle schools to outpace their previous academic performances and when businesses 
are no longer enabled to become leaner and meaner as corporate citizens and job providers – 
the seeds of free-market principles have no soil to take root. To win arguments as free-market 
thinkers in the general assemblies and in the halls of Congress – and even within the coffee 
shops of Jefferson City or Eureka – we must take on policy issues with a focus on the 
rudimentary cause of our situation today. 

Our belief in the benefits of competition through applying free-market principles in education 
and economics will bolster the languishing understanding for the need of re-inspired capitalism 
in today's America as well. That system – an engine that has created the greatest amount of 
socioeconomic advancement in history – has been faltering without our active leadership to 
articulate its merits to all zip codes and neighborhoods. And it will continue to falter as long as 
we allow the rudimentary issue – a climate in America that inhibits competition and demonizes 
capitalism to the masses – to create the rules through which we impact our world politically. 



We know free market principles create wealth and economic sustainability for Americans of all 
backgrounds when correctly understood and applied. Now, we must also address the cultural 
mood of this nation with our zeal for just competition. We must now apply it to the marketplace 
of the American mindset to robustly implement our beliefs for the sake of improving our 
nation. We must take advantage of this historically detrimental economy to bring our principles 
to new audiences and overcome all obstacles separating us from various voting blocs and 
challenge areas. 

If we take on this challenge, we can win more elections and – more importantly – we can win 
back more impoverished areas and failing schools...we can win back neighborhoods plighted 
with violence and reclaim more Americans back into the fold as contributing citizens. 

Those opportunities are there. Policy wonks, numbers-crunchers, and one-issue wonders: there 
are plenty of new audiences now waiting for your patriotic advocacy to change their lives for 
the better – even in the most unsuspecting of places. 

As some of you may know, I was based in Chicago over the past 2 years due to my radio show, 
“Launching Chicago with Lenny McAllister.” What you may not have known is that examples 
of our free market principles in action sometimes come about in the bastions of liberalism. 

For example, Black leaders on the south side of the Windy City – from apolitical people such 
as the Minister Louis Farrakhan to old school, hard-core Democrats such as the Rev. Jesse 
Jackson, Sr and veteran Black nationalists  – are promoting initiatives that encourage Chicago 
South-Siders to circulate their consumer resources around more times before the money leaves 
their neighborhoods. They are promoting initiatives that, by keeping this money in their 
communities a little longer, strengthen their purchasing power, force businesses to compete 
harder for market share and corporate partnerships, and make the communities more viable as 
equal partners in Chicago's overall economy. 

Empowerment through economic competition and thoughtfulness. Revitalization through 
economic Darwinism within a marketplace. Prosperity expansion through creating wealth. This 
may be part of the Black agenda within Chicago but it fits into the scope of the free market 
principles that we purport for the advancement of the American people, not just Black people. 
This example is one of many that show that, simply, our principles are above race and religion. 
They are American. They are timeless. And, when applied – they work.



Yet, in a culture that fears competition and fails to optimize our capitalistic message and 
meaning, our fight is more than just with policy positions. In the American society of today 
where bad-mouthing of our values – values that have empowered the poor around the world 
like never before in history – cannot be overcome because our focus is too much on articulating 
bullet points within our conservative movement, not foundational flaws that are uprooting the 
American Way of Life, we must change our perspective on what is truly going on in America.

Because some have allowed a fear to compete as Americans in schools and in business...in 
public discourse and in public service...to impede our advancement as a nation...we are forced 
to fight a cultural war through each individual political battle we take on. 

Because we are falling short as free-market advocates to thoroughly pinpoint and explain the 
benefits of our vision and knowledge of capitalism and how it helps bankers and brick-layers 
alike...we are forced to fight a cultural war through each individual political battle we take on 
today.

That understanding is what I want us to take from these remarks and from this weekend: an 
understanding that in order to win the policy debates in today's America, we must foster a 
renewed passion to compete as Americans in order to discover the best around us and the best 
within us. As free market thinkers, we must present the merits of competition of choice in our 
schools, competition of products in our economic marketplaces, and the competition of ideas in 
the annuls of government at all levels. Without reclaiming the cultural war on the merits, we 
can never win the worthy battles that the policy wonks, the numbers-crunchers, and the one-
issue wonders specialize in on our behalf. 

Our understanding must be that for our successful system of capitalism to flourish to new 
heights in modern-day America, we must articulate and demystify our free market constructs to 
new audiences and constituencies, especially once we find out that they are aspiring to be like 
us without embracing the potential held in partnerships with us. Usually, without the 
conservative touch, the best intentions of liberals become government's most expensive-laid 
plans. With our perspective appropriately and proficiently implemented, the political specialists 
at the grassroots and professional levels become fully empowered to keep us on the proper 
course. 

We are still capable of bringing about the changes this country needs. It is not too late to 
harvest a bountiful crop of innovation, economic revitalization, socioeconomic advancement, 
and appropriate government-citizen relations. However, we must be patriotic enough – and 
honest enough – to know that we – as free market thinkers and doers – are the ones that will 
heal the diseased soil of American culture so that good seed can once again take root from St. 



Louis to St. Clair County. 

We must re-teach the American people to embrace competition as it is the pathway to the best 
of ourselves and our hidden potential.

We must re-apply American capitalism to a wider portion of Americans, so that our values can 
uplift both the lesser and more fortunate alike so this great but wounded nation can become 
greater still in the months and years ahead. 

We must re-focus our efforts to take back America with both a grasp on policy positions and a 
renewed and improved grasp of the bigger picture: that the re-introduction of and recruitment 
for our values are on the forefront of this current American Revolution. Therefore, we must 
compete in all arenas with our values in tow. We must extol to all audiences free market 
solutions that make sense across our diverse nation. We must act with a zeal that knows that we 
are fighting political battles, but we are in the process of winning the cultural war – all done 
through the efforts of everyday Americans like you and me. 

 
Thank you for this opportunity to speak with you today.
God Bless your efforts as activists, the wonderful state of Missouri, and God Bless the United 

States of America.

Looking Forward: Why I Stay Amalgamated - Politics as a Sport that Remains a Daily Game 

of Life or Death

It simply does not matter what angle one wants to approach 2012 from. 

True, it's an election year. It's hard for any of us to miss that obvious reality. It is for me, 
between watching cable news, talking on the airwaves with fellow pundits, or walking around 
President Obama's neighborhood as a fellow Hyde Park resident. 

Yet, 2012 is so much more, especially for anyone that chooses to be an advocate for the diverse 
people in today's America. 

For a moment, just take it all in. 

Take a look at – and get a true taste of – the horrifying Chicago violence that is overwhelming 
the potential in our communities and snuffing out the lives of our young people. Human capital 
lost. Expectations lowered. America weakened as a result, an impact from the epicenter of 
urban life USA that resonates out  to the cornfields of this nation.



Take a listen to the conversations held within the political circles of the grassroots and 
professional levels over developments such as the recent Supreme Court rulings on Obamacare 
and Arizona immigration laws. That chatter doesn't even take into consideration the upcoming 
tension that is bound to crop up from other notable items, including the Court's next look  at the 
legitimacy and necessity of Affirmation Action in today's America. 

Speaking of tension: take in the tension, the anger, the frustration, and – dare I say – the hatred 
brewing throughout our country due to a bad economy, poor options for leadership, and woeful 
choices for America regarding politics and related moves that impact our society moving 
forward. Each decision prompts a slew of angry remarks and a sprinkling (at the very least) of 
vile suggestions. No side of the political aisle or social argument is immune to this.

There are so many things going on. Therefore, as a Black man, a Republican, a child of God, a 
father, a husband, and an American – not necessarily in that order – it is absolutely necessary 
for me to remember that I must remain “amalgamated” as an advocate for the people that I love 
in this great nation, from my family and friends that I speak directly to regularly to my fellow 
Americans that I have yet to meet. I have no other choice but to take it all in, even if it 
sometimes comes at the price of my own career detriment, social reputation, or mere lack of 
physical rest. Advocating for the best of this diverse nation is a challenging endeavor in modern 
America, making it absolutely mandatory that embraces the love for people that it takes to 
serve and the knowledge of self that it needs to weather all storms that will come. It is a tireless 
pursuit to advocate for the people that I love – and advocate not only for the sake of 
highlighting gap areas in our national fabric that work to rip the country apart at the seams, but 
to begin the process of implementing solutions. Because it is, in fact, an on-going journey in 
this important walk that encompasses life-or-death so regularly, I have to stay involved in this 
political game. I feel as though I have no choice. I love my family, my friends, and the people 
of this nation – and dare I say, my fellow children of God – too much to do otherwise. 

Because I am deeply engaging and analyzing this political game that currently plays out in the 
United States (a discourse of ideas, strategies, and maneuvers that result in next steps in the 
American experiment of republican democracy), I never forget that politics – especially today – 
is a sport that shows itself as a daily game of life or death. 

That is particularly so for the people that I find myself speak up on behalf of. 

It is very, very easy for participants in the political discourse playing out throughout America to 
forget the ramifications of their actions. It is too easy for those that advocate for smaller 
government to forget about the scores of Americans that have now grown up highly dependent 
upon government assistance in multiple facets of their lives. These Americans currently need 
and, for the short-term future, will continue to need an active hand from grassroots Americans 
to root them out of that depressing cycle if smaller government, free market principles are 
embraced more within urban America. It is too easy for those that advocate for government 
intervention at all levels of citizen life to forget that their banter concerning government 



interaction and taxation has a real-life impact on the thousands of Americans living in places 
such as Fargo, North Dakota and Ames, Iowa – places that will never understand the plight 
faced by residents south of the Midway Plaisance in Chicago but know that continued 
government regulation and taxes to aid big-city dwellers can hurt them in small town USA. 

In taking a more amalgamated approach in touting the perspectives purported today, we choose 
to be more aware of the complex problem set we face, the awesome potential we have in this 
nation, and the great responsibility we have to get this right – aside from the entertaining yet 
oft-separating discourse we share today. 

In the depths of discussions on public radio and cable television, there is plenty of room for 
talking heads and politicians alike to rumble with each other and forget that the competition of 
ideas that takes place everyday in front of the national audience is not a debate for the sake of 
winning arguments or even for the sake of winning the hearts, minds, and voters of potential 
constituents. In actuality, the political competition engaged by thousands each day is only 
supposed to be won for the sole purpose of staying on the side of life over death for the sake of 
Americans everywhere. 

That's all that there is to it. Any other effort that slides outside of the scope of this simple metric 
works outside of the realm of advocating for a better America and finds its task – in one way or 
another – with a motive that is more self-centered than one may care to admit. 

That doesn't make people bad for going down this path. There are often plenty of good reasons 
to be a little self-centered, from caring about family and “primary constituents” to working 
towards career goals. Admission of this reality does our communities throughout the nation 
good overall. Knowing that there are specialized advocates that are focused on an exclusive 
group or small set of outcomes does not harm the system as long as there remains an 
identification and understanding of those playing this role in the system. However, to be a 
successful amalgamated advocate in today's America, it is darn near impossible to approach 
any of the political competitions that occur daily – from debates in social media arenas such as 
Twitter and Facebook to the always-engaging GOP vs. Dem debates on cable television – and 
have ulterior motives. Yet, over the course of the past few years, it is clear yet sad that there are 
plenty of people in this nation that claim to advocate for all Americans, only to speak out on 
behalf of a select few, hoping to drown out their ideological foes with rants and tear-downs that 
end up having a detrimental effect on the nation. 

Competition – whether it is within free markets for businesses or on the athletic fields of the 
Olympic games – elevates quality. Political competition, therefore, should elevate the quality of 
life of the people that it touches. In essence, the game of life or death that is played out each 
day on the political battlefields of the USA should, as its primary yield, provide better 
opportunities, solutions, and results for the American people it touches. 



I know that I am not the only one that views competition – and today's ongoing political 
competition – in this manner. Yet, at the same time, I know that there are plenty of people (and 
perhaps plenty more people, in fact) that will tell me that this view of politics is a little altruistic 
or naïve. 

Maybe so, but to be fair in illustrating my point: if politics (as from the Greek word politikos, 
meaning "of, for, or relating to citizens") is about people ... and the salaries of those working in 
politics comes from said people (directly or indirectly)...and the audience of those in the media 
and entertainment sides of politics is made up of these same people...

...shouldn't the actions undertaken at the most important levels of politics – the legislative and 
representative roles of government, the think tanks and media megaphone aspects of the 
discourse, and the grassroots organizations on both sides of political thought – reflect an 
altruistic attitude concerning any actions undertaken within the various levels of political 
hierarchy today? Shouldn't the words, thoughts, and activities (both public and informal) of 
more people within the political process – including those that are merely involved via their 
vote – accentuate a notion that politics can still be about people or, if necessary due to a chasm, 
our collective actions should be about bringing politics back to the people? Shouldn't public 
activism and political advocacy have more of a hold on this mindset?

And, of course, as a formerly young but still proud young conservative, can't we accomplish 
these things as Republicans in the 21st century, at Tea Parties, within general assemblies 
throughout the states, and with new social and political partners in this melting pot country of 
ours? 

Of course, as an amalgamated advocate, I say yes with my words, actions, and – needless to say 
– this book. Further, I think that it is necessary to embrace this approach if we are to be 
effective advocates in this changing nation.

Perhaps we all at some point fall short of the political mountaintop in the same manner that we 
all fall short of the glory of God as His children on earth. There are times when our deeds – 
verbal, written, or enacted – do not fulfill the best that we can be. With that said, one's intent 
becomes key in this whole process of being an effective advocate for today's America, 
particularly as we start to regularly hone in on the fact that politics is nothing more than one of 
the most important national arenas where life or death is played out on a very regular and very 
real basis.

I only do what I do because the struggling in our nation need another type of voice. There are 
enough legacy politicians, wealthy socialites, political ideologues, and 'perfect people' in the 
process already. I know that I'm not perfect, but in these imperfect times, We the People 



sometimes need imperfect peers to lead together in Order to form a more perfect Union. 
Because I'm not perfect, I get afraid but do not fear. Because I'm not legacy, I shake hands with 
commissioners and congressmen yet share kindred with custodians and meat-cutters. Because 
I'm not rich, I may struggle on my journey but I will always work for a better path for 
struggling neighbors and the American Way of Life. What's the use of my struggles if I do not 
give life to the voice of others that struggle as well? Why speak out if I don't want to serve 
others? Why serve if I don't want others to succeed? Why get on the national stage if  I won't 
speak out so more Americans can get ahead? Not everyone has a chance to lift  one's voice and 
speak out, but if those that have that chance speak out with honor, insight, and courage, 
everyone will have a voice after all. 

That is why I do all that I can NOT to shy away from diversity. Instead, it is of utmost 
importance to embrace it and articulate it in a way that allows me to speak out in a holistic 
fashion, one that allows my perspectives to make the most sense even when others disagree 
with me. That is why it is important for me to show exactly how and why I am “amalgamated”. 
If Tea Party principles and big-city plight cannot find common ground where both can co-exist, 
work together, and succeed as partners, then the back-and-forth that currently goes on between 
the two sides will only remain a competition for the attention of the media or votes in 
November instead of being a competition that truly elevates the quality of American life of all 
involved. If poor, urban conservatives cannot find kindred with well-to-do Republicans in the 
annuls of government while jointly seeking right-leaning leadership that will benefit our 
communities from the grassroots to our general assemblies, we are no longer talking about one 
mighty nation that is symbolized as the democratic melting pot. At that point, we are talking 
about a fragmented world power on its way to over-the-hill status due to our inability to fully 
grasp what's at stake in our daily political interactions and what's hidden within the power 
within our diversity of perspectives. 

I believe fully that the best advocates in America today must ensure that they keep a bevy of 
perspectives in mind when engaging today's America and the problems we face. The reality is: 
without embracing the exponentially-spending nuisances in this rapidly-moving 21st century 
USA – or at least acknowledging them during our political discourse and public advocacy – we 
risk failure before we even begin our strongest and best-laid efforts. 

That is why it is effortless for me to continue to refer to “Black America”, despite the fact that 
the term burns up a lot of my conservative peers. Simply put, as long as  Black Americans 
continue to experience such a vastly different reality from what most of my conservative 
brethren live on a daily basis – experiences often occurring as a result of the life-or-death game 
of politics played out by political representatives on the behalf of their oft-unaware constituents 
- – I understand that we are not speaking of an amalgamated section of fellow Americans. 
Therefore, it is separate and, from its practical reality, not the same America that others live in. 
Because of that,  I know that as an advocate of my loved ones in today's America, I am one of 
the bridges tying the two together. Through words and actions that illustrate the chasm between 



the two can I articulate the problems with the widening gaps between parties that need each 
other in order to create and support a dominant 21st century America. 

Just as well, it is easy for me to refer to Tea Party conservatives and establishment Republicans 
in the same breath as separate factions, although many of my progressive and liberal friends 
really do not believe that there is much of a difference between the two camps. Yet, anyone that 
has paid attention to the contention that has brewed between the grassroots of conservative 
thought and the entrenched structures of the Republican Party over the past few years 
understands that, even in the struggle to defeat Democrats in office, there is stinging interaction 
between the two. If these two sets of conservatives cannot find common ground in legislative 
maneuvers that engage their constituents in crisis – and perhaps even Democrats in power in 
the process - then we are not talking about an optimally-functioning political mechanism 
capable of serving people in the best ways possible. It really is that simple. If Black voters 
cannot trust conservative activists or if grassroots Americans cannot work with professional 
politicians, then we will continue to slide down the mountain from being the city on the hill to 
being a common town in the valley of despair.

Amalgamated advocacy must be smart, insight, and influencing – even without being 
compromising. 

To be an advocate, it all goes back to doing the very best to serve people where they are with 
what they need to get them to where they need to go – and where we need our nation to head 
towards collectively. 

In a nation as diverse, as large, and as powerful with kinetic and unfulfilled potential as the 
United States of America is, there is no room for both the entrenched and up-and-coming levels 
of leadership – be they elected officials, public figures, or grassroots activists - to ignore the 
need to take a more integrated and holistic approach to public service. That does not mean that 
conservatives could or should put down their political philosophies, nor does it mean that we 
should take a softer approach regarding the political competition of ideas that prompts the life-
or-death interactions guiding so many lives on a regular basis in America. Rather, this task...this 
choice...this obligation, if you will...to take a more amalgamated approach to our roles as 
conservative advocates in today's America simply means that we have a higher obligation to 
articulate our ideas better, to inspire our audiences more effectively, and to advance our ideas 
beyond our comfort zones and established constituencies to date. 

If we are the leaders that we say we are – or, to steal an infamous line from President Obama: 
“...we are the change that we have been waiting for...” - our conservatism cannot be a platform 
for merely getting enough independents to the polls come November or turn out enough 
conservatives to win down-ticket races in the fall. We have to act within the realms of the 



political game with a heightened urgency and acknowledgment that we are the individuals that 
must change the dynamics that hinder American advancement in the fields of economics, 
business, education, and social harmony. If we take to heart the belief that the sum of who we 
are as conservatives is just as important as the conservative values we purport, we will be more 
effective in influencing Americans and affecting voters, specifically those outside of our circles 
as we speak. 

The political game is elevated in its grandest sense and to its greatest potential when we 
discontinue making sport of the historic obligations – and very specific current obligations - 
that conservatives hold in these times, an era that witnesses the failures of liberal policies 
throughout urban America, the results of Republican abandonment of the ethnic and urban vote 
for 40 years, and the disconnect created through our collective  inabilities (or unwillingness) to 
embrace all sides and resources available to us to make the nation stronger and better. An 
advocate – even a good one – can identify with being a Black man or a conservative. A truly 
amalgamated advocate in today's America will make sure that he is never incapable of 
advocating for both sides without offending either side, even if disagreement in some areas 
ensues. An advocate in today's America can support pro-life positions or advance equality and 
respect for American women. A truly amalgamated advocate will be forthright and kind-hearted 
in extolling pro-life principles while articulating a level of tenderness and empathy for the 
unique needs of women in all situations, including those that may prompt political 
disagreements. An advocate in today's America may take a strong stance in immigration issues 
or stand up against bigotry against Spanish-speaking residents in America. An amalgamated 
advocate will find the way to allow both beliefs to permeate through one's words and actions 
without betraying any position. An advocate in today's America can relate to one region of the 
country over another and allow that emotional tie to be the love that drives her or his activism. 
A truly amalgamated advocate in today's America understands the beauty in this statement: 
from Cheyenne to Chicago, there is no such thing as “being in the middle of nowhere” or 
“being in the middle of urban hell”, because within all corners of this nation exist the joy of 
Americanism and the presence of God's blessings on this rich and prosperous nation. They 
understand the kindred from the hills of the Ozarks to the coasts of both oceans our nation 
touches. The challenge that I find myself tackling everyday in my daily journey – as a child of 
God, a Black Republican, an urban conservative, and a community activist from a different elk, 
among other things – is the same one that I am asking you to take on yourself moving forward: 
find the best ways to approach and advance your  positions in the daily political competitions. 
Engage the daily games of life-and-death that play out for Americans via the political process 
in a manner that amalgamates all of who you are. Do not relinquish your independent 
womanhood because you are a devout Christian conservative. Find the way to authentically 
make those traits within you co-exist in your political life for the best of America through your 
activism. Do not relinquish various traits as a member of Generation X or Generation Y just 
because you are a Young Republican. Those traits are necessary in the development of our 
political moxie, our social leadership, and our capability to write good laws when needed and 
identify - then repeal - bad laws when required. Find a way to allow all that you are to exude 
itself appropriately in your political life, doing so in a way that advances the competition of 
ideas that makes the American Way of government – our model of democracy – a beacon for 



other nations to behold and copy proudly for generations to come. 

With the stakes so high in today's America, I cannot stress enough that amalgamation is not 
compromise. It is not weakness – it is strength. It is not watering down your values – it is 
understanding yourself enough to empower your values even more. It is not undercutting your 
positions –  it is actually bolstering your validity through a higher sense of self and a deeper 
connection to more Americans. It is time – for the sake of 21st century America – for us all to 
begin speaking out more with our inclusive inner truths coming through in us as amalgamated 
advocates and activists (particularly grassroots and conservative activists). Those aspects, when 
articulated in a clear and combined fashion, build the bridges that can unite what is now a 
disjointed nation. This coming together of the different aspects of our personal activism 
symbolizes what we can do as amalgamated activists (particularly 21st century conservatives) 
and diverse Americans once we decide to embrace more of who we are in the political 
competition. This refining of our definition of who we are – and what we will do as a result - 
helps us to improve what we are as a nation and subsequently pursue the development areas 
necessary for moving forward successfully. The hidden potential of our nation today lays in the 
hidden truths in all of what we are and our abilities to leverage it successfully. Political pigeon-
holing runs the risk of making our nation full of political bird-brains that define political 
discourse as nothing more than having a squawking competition. With the challenges before us 
and the mistrust among us, finding our truths and embracing the opportunities given through 
amalgamated advocacy – less a focus on national diversity than an understanding and 
utilization of interpersonal diversity in the expression of one's politics – is key. It is a powerful 
and viable way to not only begin to understand ourselves better, but it is the way to better 
understand our nation as we exist today while knowing how best to apply our political 
principles and arguments to serve today's America with the historic framework in mind. It is 
about winning the day – not for the sake of winning a media segment or a local election today, 
but for the sake of winning back this era so a stronger America can rise from the ashes of a 
nation that is hurting and increasingly hopeless. That is our task as advocates in today's 
America: winning the political daily game of life-and-death with a primary focus on winning 
back America...a more proficient, more robust, and more capable America...one day at a 
time...with amalgamated, astute, and inspiring advocates that understand that embracing more 
of self in a truthful way can lead to embracing the truth hidden without us: that America still 
has everything it needs to lead and succeed. I believe. I am thankful that you do as well.
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